JOB DESCRIPTIONSF FOR POLL WORKERS AND WATCHERS

Poll Workers

1. Qualifications
Poll Workers must be qualified electors, be qualified to vote in the precinct
where they are to serve, not be members of a candidate's immediate family
to the second degree of kinship, and not be a member of a candidate's
political committee. §17-8-1

2. Appointment
Poll Workers are appointed by the Appointing Board. Nominees are
determined by the political parties, and by the previous completion of Poll
Worker Training classes. §§17-6-1,17-6-6.

3. Appointing Board
The Probate Judge, Circuit Clerk, and Sheriff serve as the Appointing Board
for Poll Workers, unless any one of the three is in a contested Primary
Election. If any one of these is in a contested Primary Election, his/her
replacement should be appointed either by the Circuit Clerk, or if Circuit
Clerk is in Contested Primary Election, by the Governor.

4. Nomination for Poll Workers
If the County Democratic Party is participating in the Primary Election, the
County Democratic Party may provide the Appointing Board with a list of at
least three nominated Poll Workers for each precinct. However, should both
Parties submit lists, the board is not legally required to select equal
numbers of Poll Workers from each Party. Candidates may also submit lists
of Poll Workers whom they have contacted and verified their willingness to
serve, for nomination to the Chair at least 25 days before the Primary
Election.

5. Time of Appointment

The Appointing Board must meet between 20 and 15 days before an election
to appoint the Poll Workers for each polling place. §17-6-1. Because of this
requirement, lists of electors compiled by the political parties should be
submitted to the Appointing Board at least 20 days before an election.

6. Training for Poll Workers
Poll Workers are required to attend training(s) on the election(s) process
and must be certified as Poll Workers before being allowed to serve. The



Appointing Board will notify anyone appointed to a Poll Worker position of
the time and place of the training at least 48 hours in advance. The City
Clerk performs these duties in the case of municipal elections. §§11-46-
30,11-46-101,17-9-19.

7. Failure to Serve
In General Elections, a duly appointed Poll Worker who fails to attend the
election without an excuse may be fined $100.00. §17-6-7. Except in the
case of illness, failure of an appointed election official to serve in a Primary
Election is a misdemeanor. [§17-16-54. Alabama Election Handbook, Tenth
Edition pages 72-77, and 125-126 & The Code of Alabama (1975) Sections
(§8) sourced above.]

E. Poll Watcher Selection
The County Party Chair should be the sole source for Poll Watchers in the
General Election. However, state law allows each candidate to have one Poll
Watcher, designated in writing by the candidate in each precinct during the
Primary Election. In the General Election, each party can have one Poll
Watcher at each polling location.
[See Section D for the distinctions between a Poll Worker and Poll Watcher]
It is acceptable for the Poll Watchers to work in shifts; however, they should
be cautioned that only one Poll Watcher can be in the voting location at a
time. Be careful not to issue generic appointment letters to be filled in by
Poll Watchers because this leads to confusion/problems at the polls. Poll
watchers should attend Election Training Schools if possible, to become
familiar with election laws. Be certain to assign a Poll Watcher for the
Absentee Ballot and Provisional Ballot counting.

1. Poll Watchers
A watcher represents the interest of one candidate (Primary Election) or the
Democratic Party (General Election) at a voting place and looks for any
irregularities that might be harmful to the candidate or Party. Each Party
entering candidates in a General Election and each candidate at a Primary
Election is entitled to appoint a watcher for each voting place.
The watcher must be a resident and qualified elector of Alabama. [§ 17-6-8]
The appointing authority must make a designation of a watcher in writing
and sign it; the watcher then presents the signed paper to the election
inspectors at the polling place where the watcher is to observe.

2. Number
In a Primary Election, there may be one watcher per candidate inside a
polling place. [§17-16-26] In a General Election there may be one watcher



inside a polling place for each Party or organization which has nominated
candidates for that election. [§17-6-8]

. Appointment

In Primary Elections, each Poll Watcher's appointment must be in writing
and signed by the candidate. [§17-16-26] In General Elections, Poll Watchers
may be named by the Chair of the County Executive Committee, by
nominees for office, or by Precinct Captains, in writing, as long as the limit
on one watcher per Party or organization per polling place is not exceeded.

[§17-6-8]

. Time

Poll Watchers may be present inside the polling place from the time that the
preliminaries of opening the polls begin until the results are posted and the
machine(s) sealed. [§17-9-29]

. Oath

Each Poll Watcher must be sworn to faithfully observe the rule of law for
the conduct of an election. §17-6-8. The oath for Poll Watchers is the same
as that taken by poll workers.

. Permissible Activities

Poll Watchers may observe the conduct of the election. They may see the
counters when the machine is opened in the morning and when the votes
are counted at the end of the day. [§§17-9-29, 17-9-33] They may not
simultaneously serve as election officials. [§17-16-26].

In addition, Poll Watchers must observe the general rules for the conduct of
the polling place. They may assist voters in the voting process, but they shall
not disturb or attempt to influence voters, campaign or electioneer. [§§17-8-
41, 17-16-26, 1723-3,17-23-8]. They should refrain, while inside the polling
place, from wearing buttons, badges, or ribbons which have a candidate's
name printed on them. 193 Att. Gen. Op. 42 (Opinion to Hon. L.W. Noonan,
1983). [Alabama Election Handbook, Tenth Edition pages 80 and 117.] They
may not use cameras or any video recording devices , and should be
watchful of such, from the voters. The Poll Watcher shall report any
violation(s) to the chief election official of the polling place. Cell phones are
allowed in the polling place and voters are permitted to take a “selfie” with
their ballot.



